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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
B a b s  m a d e  a  c o n s c i o u s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  i n f o r m  h e r  d a u g h t e r s  o f  h e r  p l a n  t o  m o v e  t o
a  r e t i r e m e n t  c o m m u n i t y  u n t i l  t h e  p r o c e s s  w a s  c o m p l e t e  s o  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  b e
u n a b l e  t o  s t o p  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n .  H o w  d o  y o u  f e e l  a b o u t  t h i s  c h o i c e ?  W h a t  d o e s  i t  s a y
a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  B a b s  h a s  w i t h  h e r  n o w - g r o w n  d a u g h t e r s  M e r e d i t h  a n d  A l i c e ?

W h e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f ,  J u l i a  q u i c k l y  d e c i d e d  t o  e x t e n d  h e r  t i m e  i n
S t .  T h o m a s .  W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t r u l y  m o t i v a t e d  h e r  t o  s t a y  p a s t  h e r  o r i g i n a l  p l a n n e d
d e p a r t u r e ?  D i d  s t a y i n g  l o n g e r  h e l p  o r  h i n d e r  h e r  e m o t i o n a l  r e c o v e r y ?

W h e n  C o r n e l i a  d e c i d e d  t o  e s s e n t i a l l y  a b a n d o n  t h e  l i f e  s h e  h a d  b u i l t ,  E d i t h  d i d n ’t
i n t e r v e n e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  c l e a r l y  d i d n ’t  f u l l y  a g r e e  w i t h  h e r  d a u g h t e r ’s
c h o i c e .  W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  E d i t h  d i d n ’t  t r y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  h e r  d a u g h t e r ’s  d e c i s i o n ?

T h o u g h  J u l i a ’s  m o t h e r ,  M e r e d i t h ,  h a d n ’t  e n j o y e d  a  p r o b l e m - f r e e  m a r r i a g e ,  s h e  c l u n g
t o  t h e  u n i o n  -  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  -  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  n o t  t o  s u l l y  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e
o t h e r w i s e  p u r p o r t e d l y  l u c k y  w e d d i n g  v e i l .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  i t  i s  r e a l i s t i c  t h a t  M e r e d i t h
w o u l d  h a v e  a l l o w e d  h e r  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  f a m i l y
h e i r l o o m  t o  i n d u c e  h e r  t o  p u t  u p  w i t h  a  r e l a t i v e l y  u n h a p p y  m a r r i a g e ?  W h a t  a b o u t
w h o  s h e  i s  a s  a  p e r s o n  m i g h t  h a v e  m a d e  h e r  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  g i v e  i n  t o  s u c h  r i g i d i t y ?
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D i d  y o u  f i n d  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h o w  t h e
e p o n y m o u s  w e d d i n g  v e i l  c h a n g e d  h a n d s  t o  b e
s a t i s f y i n g ?  I s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
c h a n g e  a b o u t  h o w  t h i s  f a m i l y  h e i r l o o m  i s  w o v e n
i n t o  t h i s  n o v e l ?

B a b s  e v e n t u a l l y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  s h e  h a d  a  v e r y
s o u n d  r e a s o n  f o r  c h o o s i n g  h e r  n o w - d e c e a s e d
h u s b a n d  o v e r  h e r  l o n g t i m e  l o v e  M i l e s .  K n o w i n g
w h a t  s h e  d o e s  n o w ,  t h o u g h ,  d o  y o u  t h i n k  s h e
r e g r e t s  h e r  d e c i s i o n ?

W e r e  y o u  s u r p r i s e d  w h e n  y o u  d i s c o v e r e d  w h o
s e n t  t h e  e x p l o s i v e  t e x t  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  J u l i a
a b a n d o n i n g  h e r  p l a n s  t o  m a r r y  H a y e s ?  D o  y o u
t h i n k  t h e  s e n d e r  d i d  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g ,  o r  s h o u l d
s h e  h a v e  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  d i f f e r e n t l y ?

A s  t h e  n o v e l  d r a w s  t o  a  c l o s e ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t
J u l i a  a n d  C o n n o r  h a v e  a  g o o d  s h o t  a t  f i n d i n g
l a s t i n g  l o v e  t o g e t h e r .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l
t r u l y  e n j o y  a  “ h a p p i l y  e v e r  a f t e r ” ?  W h y  o r  w h y
n o t ?

T h i s  n o v e l  c o n t a i n e d  a  r i c h ,  r o b u s t  c a s t  o f
f e m a l e  c h a r a c t e r s .  W i t h  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r ( s )  i n
t h i s  n o v e l  d i d  y o u  m o s t  i d e n t i f y ,  a n d  w h y ?  W h i c h
c h a r a c t e r ( s ) ,  i f  a n y ,  d i d  y o u  n o t  l i k e ?



PAINKILLER

COCKTAIL SUGGESTIONS
Serve your book-clubbers a cocktai l  thematical ly t ied to this t it le.

Del ight them with an early Vanderbi lt-era cocktai l  by whipping up a Gin Rickey or
make them feel l ike they are ocean-side in St Thomas by presenting them a
Virgin Islands' Painki l ler.
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GIN RICKEY
INGREDIENTS

2 ounces gin
1/2 ounce fresh lime juice
Club soda
Lime slice (for garnish)

DIRECTIONS

Add gin and lime juice to an ice-filled
highball glass. Stir if desired. Top with
club soda until full. Garnish with a lime
slice.

INGREDIENTS

2 ounces dark rum
1 ounce orange juice
4 ounces pineapple juice
1 ounce cream of coconut
Fresh grated nutmeg

DIRECTIONS

To an empty shaker, add: dark rum,
orange juice, pineapple juice, cream of
coconut. Shake vigorously. Stain into an
ice-filled glass. Top with fresh grated
nutmeg if desired.

QUICK TIP: Make each cocktai l  to order
or free yourself up for bookish
discussions by multiplying each recipe
by 5 or 10 and preparing a pitcher in
advance of your book club meeting.


